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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 

The purpose of this report is to present applications for financial assistance which 
have recently been received and to allow Elected Members to make a decision 
on providing funding from the financial assistance budget. 
 

2. RECOMMENDATION(S)  
It is recommended that the Committee:- 
 
i) agree to award the following grant: 

 Friends of Anchor - £1,000 
 

ii) agree that no further funding be awarded to:- 

 Anglo-Japan Collaboration – All Together Better Health Conference 
However, to approve that the balance of £425 unspent from the previous 
grant be retained for use towards this years conference. 

 
3. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

There is a sum of £55,770 included in the 2013/14 Council Revenue Budget.   
 
The amount committed from this budget prior to this committee is £28,475, 
leaving £27,295 remaining.  If the above recommendations were to be approved 
the amount committed would be £29,475, leaving £26,295 remaining.   
 

4. OTHER  IMPLICATIONS 
The award of grants and financial assistance provide benefits to the City of 
Aberdeen and its citizens. 
 

5. BACKGROUND 
At the meeting of 25 April 2013 the Committee approved a revised set of 
assessment criteria for the awarding of small financial assistance grants. 
 



These were as follows: 
 

Small Financial Assistance Grants – Assessment Criteria 
 
a) An application will only be considered where there is no 

established Council funding budget alternative; 
b) An application can be submitted by an individual, group or 

organisation for a clear and specific purpose and must include 
relevant background information and financial circumstances; 

c) If funding is being provided to the applicant from another 
Council budget the application will not be considered; 

d) Funding, where awarded, will not be available in the 
subsequent year from this budget; 

e) Funding, where awarded, will not exceed £2,500; 
f) Applications from individuals seeking sponsorship, for taking 

part in fundraising events abroad or for placements with 
charitable organisations or trusts in developing countries, will 
be declined; 

g) Applications from individuals, groups or organisations seeking 
assistance towards costs of excursions outwith the City will not 
be supported; 

h) Applications from national organisations will not be supported 
unless there is some clear and measurable local benefit; 

i) Applications in relation to health related matters, which are 
seen as the clear responsibility of the health authorities, will not 
be supported; 

j) Costs associated with hiring the Beach Ballroom either in whole 
or in part, can be considered, for fund-raising events and 
gatherings; 

k) An award of financial assistance will only be considered where 
budget remains available. 

 
 In the past the Committee has, where it’s deemed it appropriate, approved 

funding that has not been in line with the assessment criteria however the 
applications received have been assessed on the basis of the criteria. 

 
 Applications: 
5.1 Friends of ANCHOR – (Further information at Appendix A) 
 An application has been received from the Friends of ANCHOR requesting that 

consideration be given to permitting the Beach Ballroom to waive their room hire 
fee for the Courage on the Catwalk 2014 event on 30th March 2014. 

 
 Rather than the fee being waived this application has been considered under the 

assessment criteria above for small financial assistance grants. 
 
 It is recommended that funding of £1,000 be awarded. 
 
 



5.2 Anglo-Japan inter-professional education collaboration in medical research and 
public health practice – (Further information at Appendix B) 

 A request has been received from Dr Morag McFadyen, Lecturer in Biomedical 
Sciences at Robert Gordon University for further funding to allow her and three 
colleagues to present their findings on the above project to the All Together 
Better Health VII (ABTH VII) conference in Pittsburgh, USA on 6th - 8th June 
2014.   

 
 Funding of £2,000 was approved by this Committee in October 2012 towards the 

costs of attendance at the All Together Better Health VI conference in Kobe, 
Japan in October 2012.  It should be noted from the letter at Appendix B that 
£425 of this funding remains unspent. 

 
 In terms of assessment criteria d) and g) above, this application would not be 

supported and therefore it is recommended that no further funding is awarded.  
However, it is further recommended that the £425 remaining from the previous 
funding can be retained and used towards the costs of this latest conference. 

  
6. IMPACT 

The City Council will, within financial constraints, seek to support external 
organisations and partnerships within the City.  All applicants will be given equal 
consideration within the general criteria for the disbursement of grants and 
donations from the budgets. 
 

7. BACKGROUND PAPERS 
None 
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